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COpy OF LETTERSENT TO THE VICE CHANCELLORON SUNDAY,'12 MAY,1968, BY THE FOtLO1?JING:
GordonBrotherston; Joan Busfield; Herbie Butterfield; Timothy C1ark; Roy Cox; June
Freeman; MichaelFreeman; Stanley Mitchellj Gabriel Pearson; L. M. O'Toole; Dorothy
Smith; Paul Thompson; Peter Wexler. '

Dear Vice Chancellor,

In the opinion of a substantial section of the staff of the University, your
suspension of three students last Friday has created both a constitutional and a
moral crisis.

In the first place, although the University's statutes p'rovide for exclusion of students
from the U~versity on your sole authority without assi~~ng any reasons, it is clear
that this power, like the statutes in general, must be cbnceived within the general
framework of English law. Quesi-judicial powers of this kind are assumed to be
exercised according to the laws of natural justice. In this case action was taken
without hearing the accused students, to discover whether they wished to explain their
behaviour, or to question the evidence against them or otherwise to defend themselges.
We are extremely disturbed by what seems to us an improper method of exercising

~dicial power.
~ In the second place, we do not believe that it is wise to exercise these powers in
a situation where there is no general public climate of acceptance both of the
principles involved and of the legitimacy of the judicial procedures used. It is
clear that in this case the exercise of this power has intensified conflict and
made the establishment of acceptable order and standards of conduct in the University
more difficult.

~

In the third place, there is a serious question as to whether this constitutional
clause is intended to be used on matters involving political and moral principles.
It is setting a dapgerous precedent to use these powers to define university policy
on major issues such as freedom of speech, when these have not yet been embodied in a
set of rules and procedures.
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For these reasons we wish to suggest to you the following proposal for resolving the
present crisis:

That a committee of inquiry sbould be set up to investigate the conflicting accounts
~the events of Tuesday, May 7th; to consider how responsibility might properly be
~igned for what happened; and to discuss how the principle of freedom of speech is

to be interpreted in this case. The committee should on the basis of its investigation
present a full report and recommendations for action to you and Senate.

In order that the membership of the committee should be representative and that it
should be acceptable to all sides, we recommend that the committee of inquiry should
consist of equal numbers of staff and students. VJesuggest that its members should
be selected by asking the staff-student liaison committees in each department to meet
this week and to elect one member of staff and one student to serve on the committee.
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Finally we ask that, pending the completion of the committee's inquiry, the three
expelled students be allowed to attend classes, and to take their examinations at the
University.

Yours sincerely,
(signed)


