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from:

to:

1. R. Ilac Callum, Lecturer, Computing Science

T}lC Secrctary,
Committee of Enquiry,
Room Sa. 108, Social & Comparative Studies Building

I wish tocommen~on your statement of the principle
of freedom of speech as it was held in the univcrsity on 7th
nay, 1960.

I agrce with sections (a) and (h).

I find section (c) to be sufficiently vague as to be
of no value as a principle. This because "moral justification"
is essentially a personal matter, and therefore section (c)
implies that any reduction in any penalty wl1ichmight arise
depends on whether the disciplinary hody (or whoever it is
whose function it is to deternine any penalty) is convinced of
the "moral justification" (if any) offered by the offender.

A principle such as this will lay the university
open to criticism of any penalty imposed in the event of a
"diversion of a proposeJ discussion from one subject to another".

In place of section (c), I would like to see more
positive provision maJe for the kind of exchanges and
Jialogues that have recently been seen on the canpus, ar!d
it then made quite clear that any member of the university
who prevents freedom of speech, coemits a serious breach
of discipline. This woulJ seem to me to be not only what was
generally accepted in the university on 7th ~Tay,but also a
clearer statement of what demonstrators might expect to happen
to them, should they decide to prevent freedom of speech.

I.suggest therefore, that section (c) be deleted, and
in its pla6e, the following be substituted:-

~

(c) that in an intellectual society such as ours,
anple opportunity shall be ziven (subject to the
accepted conventions in (b) above) for questions
during, and for discussion after, any meeting
on any subject.

(d) that any action which prevents any speaker
fromcornmunicating his views or knowledge shall
be regarded as a serious breach of University
discipline, laying those involved open to
disciplinary measures. The maximum penalty
shall be exclusion from the University.
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I. R. nac Callum,
Computing Centre.

14.6.08.
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